
 

 
Leonardo, among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security, is Italy’s main high-technology industrial company. 
Organized into five business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aerostructures; Electronics; Cyber Security) Leonardo has a significant 
manufacturing presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as 
Leonardo DRS (electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio (space); ATR (regional 
aircraft); and Elettronica and MBDA (electronics and defence systems). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo 
recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested €1.4 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the 
Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and became Industry leader of the Aerospace & Defence sector in 2019. 

 

 

  
 

 

Leonardo: the AW189K helicopter achieves first market success with 

Gulf Helicopters as launch customer  

 

 Gulf Helicopters will start operations with the AW189K in the second half of 2020  

 

 An all new variant of the successful AW189 super medium helicopter, with modern 

Safran Helicopter Engines Aneto-1K, to offer high performance across geographies 

and for various roles 

 

 The AW189 is the most successful model in the super medium category with around 

70 in service and over 74,000 flight hours logged in operations worldwide  

 

Anaheim, 28 January 2020 – Leonardo is strengthening its leading position in the super 

medium helicopter market  byannouncing the launch customer for the all new AW189K 

variant. Gulf Helicopters of Qatar, a major force in the offshore transport sector and an 

established AW139 and AW189 operator, will introduce the AW189K into service in the second 

half of 2020. The AW189 has already demonstrated it is one of the Company’s most successful 

models through its sales, deliveries and flight hours. 

 

Powered by a pair of latest generation Safran Helicopter Engines’ Aneto-1K 2,500 shp class 

turboshafts, the AW189K offers the market a further option for efficient long range, high 

endurance and large capacity operations with lower operating costs compared to larger, 

heavier types. The AW189K delivers a high level of performance, particularly in hot & high 

conditions, and is ideally suited to meet customer requirements across a range of geographies, 

including the Middle East where Leonardo plays a leading role for various missions with its 

modern product portfolio. Applications which will benefit from the AW189K’s outstanding 

performance include offshore, SAR, parapublic and fire-fighting, and VIP transport.  

 

The selection of the AW189K by Gulf Helicopters, the launch customer of the AW189 in the 

offshore market back in 2014, once more provides clear evidence of the customer’s trust with 

Leonardo’s products to meet its stringent operational requirements. The new model, currently 

under development with over 350 flight hours logged to date, has shown excellent capabilities in 

a wide range of demanding weight, altitude and temperature conditions.  

 

Approximately 70 AW189s are in service worldwide today carrying out long range offshore, 

search and rescue, VIP transport, MEDEVAC, disaster relief and fire-fighting operations and 

have logged over 74,000 flight hours.  

 

NOTE TO EDITORS ON GULF HELICOPTERS  

Gulf Helicopters is a subsidiary of Gulf International Services, Q.S.C. The company has 

provided helicopter services since 1970 and operates with companies throughout the Middle 

East, India, North Africa and Europe. Gulf Helicopters has its own in-house maintenance facility 

with a team of highly qualified and experienced engineers undertaking helicopters maintenance 



 

 

 

 

 

on airframe and engines for Gulf Helicopters Fleet and for third parties, modification work and 

third level maintenance activities on helicopters components. Gulf Helicopters first ordered the 

AW139 in 2007 for offshore transport missions as part of its fleet renewal and expansion plans. 

Gulf Helicopters is also a Leonardo authorised service centre for AW139s, AW189s and 

AW109s and is one of the first helicopter companies to have its own AW139 and AW189 full 

flight simulator to support its operations and for third party use. Additionally, Gulf Helicopters 

was established as a Leonardo Authorized Training Centre for the type in September 

2013. Today Gulf Helicopters operates twenty AW139s and five AW189s and is therefore 

benefitting from the unique advantage of the Leonardo family of new generation helicopters.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


