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Leonardo: Civil helicopter market presence grows in South Africa with new
Distributorship Agreement

e Leonardo signs new Distributor Agreement with Absolute Aviation Group. The group
also signed a contract for an AW119Kx and an AW109 Trekker

e The first South African order for the AW109 Trekker builds on the established
success of the AW109 series for a range of roles in the country

e The AW119Kx successfully performed a demo tour in South Africa to show its
unigue capabilities

e An additional order by a private operator for a VIP AW139 expands Leonardo’s
helicopter fleet in South Africa with more than 60 units of various models in service
today

Rome, 22 October 2019 — Leonardo announced today the signing of a Distributorship
Agreement with Absolute Aviation Group in South Africa for the civil and commercial
market. The Agreement, which has the potential to be extended to other Southern African
nations in the future, includes the AW119Kx single engine, the AW109 GrandNew and AW109
Trekker light twins, the AW169 light intermediate and the AW139 intermediate twin types.

Absolute Aviation Group has also signed a contract for an AW119Kx and an AW109
Trekker, with a commitment to purchase further units from the various models in the next
couple of years. Deliveries of the two aircraft are expected in 2020. The order marks the
entrance of the AW109 Trekker, the newest light twin model in the Leonardo product range,
into the South African market and builds on the significant, well established success of other
AW109 variants in the country for a variety of roles. This latest AW119Kx order also grows the
presence of the unique single engine helicopter in the country.

A ten-day demo tour of an AW119Kx was recently completed at airports in four different
regions in South Africa to showcase its extraordinary capabilities in terms of performance,
advanced avionics, reliability, and versatility. The demonstrations have been deemed a
significant success by those attending, accounting for nearly 50 operators who have been given
the opportunity to experience its best-in-class performance and power margins, the capability to
fly and carry out its mission in demanding windy conditions, in addition to its outstanding safety
standards.

Leonardo helicopters’ success in South Africa is further strengthened by the recent contract
for an AW139 helicopter in VIP configuration by a private operator. Over 60 helicopters of
various models fly in the country today for both civil and government roles including

Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main
industrial company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom,
Poland and the USA, where it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and
partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important international markets
by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security and
Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested
€1.4 billion in Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and
became Industry leader of Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019.



VIP/corporate transport, emergency medical service, oil and gas, harbour pilot shuttle
transportation, utility and naval tasks.

NOTE TO EDITORS ON ABSOLUTE AVIATION GROUP

Absolute Aviation Group is a full spectrum aviation group, offering to customers unparalleled
levels of support and expertise in the form of bespoke aviation services. Absolute Aviation is
one of the only general aviation businesses able to offer full turnkey aviation service to aviators
on the African Continent. Group’s entities are collectively aimed at providing a differentiated,
customer-centric, turnkey solution to aircraft ownership and operations. In addition to the Group
Head Office, Absolute Aviation Group owns and operates a number of aviation businesses out
of five hangars at Lanseria International Airport, Cape Town International Airport, Wonderboom
Airport, Maun and Gaborone.



