
 

 

 

Leonardo is among the top ten global players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. As a single 
entity from January 2016, organised into seven business divisions (Helicopters; Aircraft; Aero-structures; Airborne & Space Systems; 
Land & Naval Defence Electronics; Defence Systems; Security & Information Systems), Leonardo operates in the most competitive 
international markets by leveraging its areas of technology and product leadership. Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), at 31 
December 2015 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues of 13 billion Euros and has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the UK 
and the U.S. 

  
 
 
 

Leonardo awarded £271 million AW159 Wildcat Integrated Support & 

Training (WIST) contract by UK Ministry of Defence 

 

 The WIST contract will support the 62 AW159 Wildcats now in-service with the British 
Army and Royal Navy for the next five years as part of an ongoing contract 
 

 The contract recognises Leonardo Helicopters unique capabilities in the UK and 
supports the objectives of the Strategic Partnering Arrangement signed by Leonardo and 
the UK Ministry of Defence 

 

 Leonardo Helicopters delivered the 62nd and final AW159 Wildcat to the UK Ministry of 
Defence last month 

 
Rome, 9th January 2017 – Leonardo has been awarded a £271 million (approximately €320 

million) contract by the UK Ministry of Defence (MoD) to deliver support and training services for 

their fleet of 62 AW159 Wildcat helicopters operated by the British Army and Royal Navy. The five 

year contract was announced by Harriett Baldwin MP, Minister for Defence Procurement, during a 

visit today to Leonardo’s Yeovil facility in South West England. The contract will commence 1st 

April 2017 and confirms the price the MOD will pay for Wildcat training and support for the next five 

years of the 30 year WIST contract awarded in 2012. 

 

The WIST contract includes a spares provisioning service, enhanced technical support services 

including aircraft safety management, as well as delivering synthetic and ground based training for 

both aircrew and maintainers. 

 

The contract directly sustains over 500 skilled industry jobs, mainly in the South West of England 

at Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton, where the Wildcat Training Centre and zonal maintenance 

facilities are located, and at Leonardo’s Yeovil factory. Leonardo’s contribution also involves its 

Airborne & Space Systems division for the radar and defensive aids systems, located in Edinburgh 

and Luton. Other key subcontractors supporting the WIST programme include Thales UK for 

communication and aircraft management systems, located in Crawley and Morson who provide 

aircraft maintenance and support staff, mainly at RNAS Yeovilton. 

 

The WIST contract is output-based, whereby Leonardo is incentivised to improve the levels of 

operational output whilst seeking continuous improvement to reduce through life costs. The 

contract is similar to the Integrated Operational Support (IOS) availability based contracts that 

Leonardo Helicopters is successfully delivering for the UK MoD’s AW101 Merlin, Sea King and 

Apache AH Mk.1 helicopter fleets. 

 

On 14th December 2016 Leonardo handed over the 62nd and final AW159 Wildcat to the UK MoD 

before it made the short delivery flight to RNAS Yeovilton, the main operating base for British Army 

and Royal Navy AW159 Wildcats. 

 



 

 

 

 

Leonardo signed a new 10-year Strategic Partnering Arrangement (SPA) with the UK Ministry of 

Defence in July 2016, which focusses on delivering ever increasing value to the UK taxpayer on 

current contracts, including WIST, the continued growth of exports and the identification and 

subsequent investment in the development of new technologies and capabilities. The joint intent of 

the SPA is to exploit the identified technologies onto both existing in-service platforms as well as 

future manned and unmanned platforms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


