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1 PREAMBLE 
 
A First Article Inspection shall be performed in order to ensure and establish that the used Manufacturing 
route, Manufacturing/Inspection Files, and associated implemented industrial resources, will produce this 
item in serie conform to the qualified product definition. 
 
1.1 Scope 
 
This document defines the rules applying for the release of an item into production. 
 
The Quality management of the Supplier is responsible for the First Article Inspection process. 
 
1.2 Application 
 
First Article Inspection of an item shall apply: 
 
 at the start of the production phase, to a new industrialised item, 

 
 during the production phase when one of the following conditions is present: 

- major modifications of the process,   
- modification of the process which affects the critical parts, 
- modification to the definition of the item which interrupts Fit, Form or Function, 
- after a significant interruption of deliveries (exceeding two years), 
- in case of a change of production unit resulting in the implementation of a new organisation or 
new industrial means. 
 

1.3 First Article Inspection notification 
 
The Supplier shall inform the Buyer of the completion date of the First Article Inspection, sufficiently in 
advance for possible participation of the Buyer 
 
2 MAIN STEPS OF THE FIRST ARTICLE INSPECTION PROCESS 
 
2.1 First Article Inspection  
 
The Supplier shall perform: 
 
An audit on the industrial process to ensure that the manufacturing process of the item is established 
and under control: 

- procedures, 
- tools and means, 
- processes, 
- environment conditions, 
- qualified operators. 
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A complete verification (physical and functional) of the item’s conformity to the qualified product 
definition, 
 
The elaboration of the First Article Inspection report at least including, compatibly with Contractual 
clauses  for supplier’s Intellectual Properties Rights, the following data: 

 identification parameters i.e. supplier name, manufacturing unit, reference order, reference 
Product Specification and its revision, reference of the supplier Definition File and its revision, 
Declaration of Design and Performance (DDP) number, part number, serial number (if 
required), software version and release (if required), …. 

 evidence of the audit, 
 identification of the used industrial resources, 
 validation status of specific tools/means, 
 identification of critical parts files, 
 tests and inspections results (including Acceptance Test Report), 
 attestation of conformity, 
 all non conformities, 
 conclusion of the Production Investment Review. 

 
2.2 Transmission by the Supplier to the Buyer of the First Article Inspection Report  
 
The First Article Inspection Report, attested by Supplier Quality management, shall be forwarded to the 
Buyer for acceptance. 
 
2.3 First Article Inspection acceptance by the Buyer 
 
After the evaluation of the First Article Inspection Report: 
 The Buyer may accept the First Article Inspection, 
 The Buyer may decide to request/verify complementary information or perform partial First Article 

Inspection before Buyer acceptance. 
 
Acceptance of the First Article Inspection will be notified by the Buyer with or without reservations and 
required corrective actions to authorise delivery of the item.  
 
2.4 Delivery of the item 
 
No series delivery will be done before First Article Inspection without Buyer acceptance. 
 
 
3 PARTICIPATION OF THE BUYER 
 
The buyer is entitled to participate to the Supplier First Article Inspection. 
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